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Lawrence celebrates 175
years as a university
Sophia Schultz
Staff Writer

_______________________

Lawrence University’s first
round of festivities for the
planned year-long 175th anniversary celebration will take
place Jan. 14–15 with the opening of an online merchandise
store, a virtual trivia night and
a birthday recital. This weekend coincides with the date
Lawrence was founded 175
years ago: Jan. 15.
Plans for the launch weekend have been adjusted, and
the Lawrence community will
not be able to congregate as
once hoped because of the pandemic protocols, according to
Ed Berthiaume, the co-chair of
the 175th Anniversary Guiding
Coalition — a group of more
than 20 faculty, staff, students
and alumni responsible for
organizing the celebration. A
grab-and-go event, in which
the coalition would hand out a
free 2022 Lawrence wall calendar, a sticker and cookies, was
originally planned for Jan. 14,
but has since been postponed
due to COVID-19. The planned
virtual events, however, will
still mark Founders Day week-

end and start to build some
momentum for the year, Berthiaume said.
“COVID’s forcing things to
look a little bit differently, but
that aside, I think we have two
really big goals with this whole
thing and it’s to both celebrate
and create community,” 175th
Anniversary Guiding Coalition
member Matt Baumler said.
“And COVID isn’t changing
those goals. Our approach to
doing that might look a little bit
different, but those goals will

remain constant throughout.”
Launching on Jan. 14, the
online merchandise store will

featuring the newly unveiled
Lawrence 175 logo. A link to
the store will be housed on the
175th webpage.
Virtually, an alumni group
will be hosting a trivia contest
focused on Lawrence history
on Jan. 14. During the weekend, students, faculty, staff and
alumni are also being encouraged to participate in a social
media blitz by wishing Lawrence a happy anniversary using the hashtag #Lawrence175.
The 175th Anniversary Guiding
Coalition is hoping to see an
outpouring of greetings from
on-campus and around the
world on Instagram, Facebook
and Twitter, Berthiaume said.
“We’re doing a lot more in
the virtual space than we ever
have done and that makes it
easier to connect with alumni
across the globe, in a virtual capacity,” Baumler said.
The Lawrence 175th Birthday Recital will also be held
virtually at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
Jan. 15. The recital will take
place in Memorial Chapel, but

President
Laurie
Carter
w i l l
open
the recital by
reading a
proclamation from the
Board of Trustees recognizing
the 175th anniversary. The recital itself will
feature music composed in
the mid-1800s, about the time
of Lawrence’s founding, and
music that has been composed
by Lawrentians through the
years, all performed by conservatory faculty and alumni.
Along with the virtual
events, the 175th webpage on
the Lawrence website contains
content on Lawrence’s history,
information on celebration details and storytelling related to
Lawrence which will be added
along the way.
For the storytelling com-

have a variety of merch including shirts, blankets, glasses,
mugs and winter hats, all

there will be no live audience.
Instead, the performance will
be livestreamed on the website.

ponent, current students and
alumni, throughout the year,
will be provided with the op-

To view the Lawrence
175 webpage, scan the
QR code:

THIS
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Cookies decorated with the Lawrence 175 logo were ordered from Simple Simon Bakery.
Photo submitted by the 175th Anniversary Coalition.
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portunity
to share some of their own
experiences about the impact
of Lawrence as an institution
and about Lawrentians as individuals. The 175th Anniversary
Guiding Coalition is exploring
a range of methods to tell those
stories, whether it’s written or
audio or whatever it might be,
although there are no concrete
plans yet, Berthiaume said.
The year-long celebration
will include two other key weekends: a community celebration
on May 14 that will include
both the campus community

and
the
F o x
C i t i e s
community
and a culminating
Blue & White Weekend
celebration on Oct. 7–8.
“We want to be clear that no
matter what happens with COVID, we’re still going to make
things be as accessible and as
fun and enjoyable as possible,”
archivist and co-chair of the
175th Anniversary Coalition
Rosenberg Foley said. “Even
if that means that we have to
completely change plans, we
will do what we have to do,
because we only get 175 years
once. Next year’s 176, and that
just doesn’t have as good a ring
to it.”

The coalition has ordered merchandise featuring their logo, including hats, mugs and stickers.
Photo submitted by the 175th Anniversary Coalition.
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MLK Day of Service returns Jan. 17,
programming largely remote
in the community can directly
impact people’s lives. The day
________________________
also provides a way to honor

nities, as reported by various
local Michigan news outlets.
Events will also include

Wisconsin’s 8th Judicial District, which covers Green Bay,
Appleton and Door County.

King’s legacy of community,
equality and activism, CCE
Director Garrett Singer said.
To that end, the CCE will
be holding a mix of virtual,
on-campus and off-campus
volunteer opportunities, including a letter-writing event
to contact members of Congress about the Enbridge
Line 5 Pipeline, which runs
partially through Wisconsin
and Michigan. The pipeline’s
expansion has been shut
down by Michigan Governor
Gretchen Whitmer, but Enbridge has continued to build
it. This has been opposed by
the 12 tribes that make up
the Odawa, Ojibwe and Potawatomi Confederacy and
protested by activists in the
progressive, environmentalist and indigenous commu-

sending thank-you cards to
Planned Parenthood and
writing postcards to senior
citizens in the Brewster Village Nursing Home.
There will also be virtual
lectures earlier in the day,
including a lecture from Environmental and Ethnic Studies Professor Sigma Colón on
King’s legacy, fighting against
oppression, inequality in urban spaces and the future of
our environment.
The day will end with
the 31st Annual Fox Cities
MLK Day Celebration, a celebration of King which usually happens in the Memorial
Chapel but will take place online this year. There will be a
keynote address from Judge
Yadira Rein, the first person
of color to serve as a judge in

In the past, MLK Day
was the biggest event of the
year for CCE. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, however,
MLK Day 2021 had to be entirely virtual, and only saw
roughly 250 students participating, down from 400–500
in previous years, according
to Alvarez.
This year, lectures were
supposed to be in person,
with appropriate mitigation measures taking place,
but the announcement that
all campus activities had to
be virtual due to the omicron wave forced them back
online. The only in-person
events will be the off-campus
service opportunities, where
N95 masks and gloves will be
both required and provided.

Nathan Wall
Staff Writer

_________

The annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service will
take place at Lawrence again
on Monday, Jan. 17. The
Center for Community Engagement and Social Change
(CCE) will be hosting events
in partnership with Volunteer Fox Cities, a nonprofit
organization that connects
people with volunteer opportunities in Appleton and the
surrounding areas, to commemorate the late civil rights
leader.
According to senior Amellalli Alvarez, Service Coordinator at CCE, the MLK Day of
Service is an opportunity for
students to get involved with
the wider Lawrence community and see the ways in which
volunteering and being active

Omicron surge leads to adjusted
Lawrence travel policy
Elizabeth Rienstra
Staff Writer

______________________

The new omicron variant
of COVID-19 has thrown
the world into another wave
of spiking cases and closed
borders. For some Lawrence students, concern
over border closures and
their study abroad plans for
Winter Term are front and
center, but many programs
are still running for Winter
Term 2022.
Currently, many offcampus programs are running as planned despite
the recent change in Lawrence’s travel policy made
by the Lawrence Pandemic
Planning Team (LPPT),
which has suspended all official university travel since
Dec. 23. Official university
travel includes anything
related to Lawrence-sponsored, affiliated or endorsed
activity, such as short-term
experiential learning trips
for Lawrence classes, according to Special Assistant to the President Mike
O’Connor.
Official university travel
does not include students
who are traveling long-term
for an entire semester or
trimester with third-party
programs: therefore, students may go ahead with
their study abroad plans
despite Lawrence’s change
to its travel policy.
There are many factors for the LPPT to consider when deciding on
travel policy, according to
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O’Connor. The current suspension of travel is meant
to mitigate the risk of
Lawrence’s community being exposed to COVID-19.
While Lawrence is a highly
vaccinated community with
many strategies to reduce
risk, O’Connor said, opening the community to other
communities through travel or other means increases
the risk of contracting COVID-19.
O’Connor said it’s imperative that Lawrence
try to minimize the risk of
transmission as much as
possible, especially with the
new omicron variant, which
is highly contagious and
currently spreading rapidly throughout the United
States.
Claudena Skran, Edwin
& Ruth West Professor of
Economics and Social Science and Professor of Government, is currently teaching a government course
that includes a short-term
experiential learning trip to
a developing country over
spring break. The course,
titled Field Experience in
Development, allows students the opportunity to do
field research in a developing country.
The course’s trip was
cancelled in 2020 and 2021
and is currently on pause
due to Lawrence’s travel
policy. Other trips planned
for D-Term 2021 for similar
traveling classroom courses
were cancelled. If the travel
policy changes to allow Sk-

ran’s trip to run, the class
will travel to Sierra Leone.
Skran is hopeful the trip
will be taken off pause and
continue as planned. Sierra
Leone’s current COVID-19
rates are rated by the CDC
at a level one, indicating a
low level of COVID-19 cases
in the country. The CDC
still advises travelers to be
fully vaccinated before going. Skran cited this ranking as a reason she believes
the trip should run: “I firmly believe that we can follow
health protocols and have a
safe trip to Sierra Leone.”
According to Lezlie Weber, Director of Off-Campus
Programs, COVID-19 testing is a concern that affected Lawrence’s decision to
suspend university travel.
Most countries now require
negative test results before
entering the country. Specifically for shorter trips,
around a week or two weeks
long, if someone tests positive before departure, they
likely will not be able to join
the program at all.
A positive test is less of
a concern for longer trips
since the programs run
for more than two weeks.
Therefore, students would
be able to join the program
later if they test positive on
departure and must isolate
at home.
Most of the term-long
study abroad programs
Lawrence offers are facilitated through third-party
providers, which act as gobetweens for Lawrence and

the study abroad location,
according to Weber. Each
program has a local team
that evaluates whether a
program should continue to
run based on various community factors, much like
The Lawrence Pandemic
Planning Team decides
Lawrence’s COVID-19 status.
Europe is the primary
region of the world that is
open right now to international students and where
most Lawrence students
are currently studying
abroad. Most other international study abroad locations have been shut down,
either by the program’s
decision or by the country
closing its borders to noncitizens. Some programs
may have also closed due to
low enrollment, according
to Weber, who said there
is no one reason programs
were cancelled.
The London Centre does
not use a third party as it is
a Lawrence-run program.
It is regarded as an extension of Lawrence’s campus
since it has similar testing,
quarantine and isolation
protocols to the Appleton
campus. Therefore, it has
remained open as Lawrence’s campus has for
Winter Term 2022.
The United Kingdom
does have requirements on
arrival to the country that
Lawrence students are following, such as testing and
quarantine and isolation
protocols.

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

Weekly updates on the status of
COVID-19 at Lawrence

TOTAL
CASES

ACTIVE
CASES:

LU:
143

LU:
62

Appleton:
17,275

Appleton:
231

We are in:

ORANGE LIGHT
Substantial
Risk

Elevated
Precautions

All activities remote through Jan.
16; inreased surveillance testing;
reduced room capacity; all meals
grab-and-go through Jan. 17; deep
cleaning of high-traffic areas.
*data reported as of Jan. 12

Do you have questions about any new
developments on campus? Should the
Lawrentian be covering any event?

Let us know!
Send any tips to TheLawrentianNews@
gmail.com.

SPORTS
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Best MMA on YouTube
Antonio Gonzalez
Staff Writer

______________________________

For those of you who may be in
a lull between massive fight cards and
want to watch amateurs or semi-pro
fighters beat the living daylights out of
each other then look no further than
some of the following channels on
YouTube that offer some of the best
and worst MMA spectacles that you
can find. Of course, sites like WorldStar offer some quality street fighting footage, but I prefer to enjoy my
blood sport with established rules like
a classy person even if they take place
in some random blood-stained warehouse in an unknown European country. Forewarning, many of these fights
are horrendously violent and/or just
hard to watch because they are bad.
They are nonetheless entertaining depending on what you can tolerate. I do
not know if I am allowed to promote
these things on The Lawrentian, but
we will see if this gets published. On to
a list of my personal favorite channels.
This list starts off with classic

Kenneth Peñaherrera Quiroz
Staff Writer

______________________________

The NFL regular season came to
an end after what was advertised as
the “longest, most electrifying” season ever. After 18 weeks, there were
many teams that surprised the league,
whether it was thanks to their talent,
or their poor performance. With the
Super Wild Card weekend upon us,
it is hard to overlook who will make
it to the next round of the playoffs.
Nonetheless, before commentating
on those teams that did make it to the
playoffs, it is worth analyzing some of
the teams that were promises at the
beginning of the season, and those
who were in for the draft since the beginning weeks.
Duval County Disaster
Starting with the (again) winners of the first pick in the next draft,
the Jacksonville Jaguars came into
the season with one of the most exciting QB prospects seen in the draft
in years with Trevor Lawrence. Nonetheless, poor decisions by the GM in

Sean McLaughlin
Staff Writer

______________________________

Ask anyone who’s ever seriously
picked up a barbell my titular question, and they will without a doubt
tell you that Ed Coan is the greatest
powerlifter who’s ever lived. However, I think he receives a serious
nostalgia bias, because over the past
few years, another maverick lifter has
come out of the United States to reset
the bar in powerlifting. John Haack
has quickly become one of the faces
of modern powerlifting after his excursions in the 198 and 220lb weight
classes. So in the Lawrentian’s winter
return to action, I’d like to open by
examining Coan and Haack’s carriers
to determine who really is the best to
ever lift a power bar.
Method of Analysis
There are a few factors to take
into account when comparing powerlifters, especially Ed Coan and John

backyard MMA. The STREETBEEFS
YouTube channel is run by Chris
“Scarface” Wilmore from his backyard
in Virginia. The club has become a
safe zone for people who had beef with
each other that allowed them to settle
it outside of street violence and the
law. The fighters are unpaid with no
admission fees and thus falls outside
the jurisdiction of the law. Fighters
show up to throw hands or whatever
rules they are following under the supervision of whatever referee is volunteering at the moment. At the start, the
fighters were mainly Virginia natives
who lived close the backyard, but now
some come from outside states just
to participate. Over time, the setting
has changed, even switching states at
some points, but the so called “Satan’s
Backyard” remains similar throughout with the fighters being fenced into
a makeshift octagon with spectators
and coaches screaming throughout
the videos. The channel boasts 2.42
million subscribers and continues to
rise as they keep pushing out quality
content.

Favorite STREETBEEFS video:
STREETBEEFS Title Match: Iraqi Assassin vs Unknown
Next on the list of quality channels is DEFEND Fight Club (DFC).
This channel is based in Germany, but
hosts a diversity of fighters and fighting styles following strict MMA rules.
Anyone is able to participate regardless of skill level as the organization
promises to pair up participants based
on skill level. The fights take place outside in some grassy field in Germany
with no real boundaries other than
the spectators and fights take place in
summers or snowy winters. The production value of these fights is pretty
good as the fighters are given introductions, and replays and corner talk
are shown between rounds. It would
look nearly professional if it was not
taking place outside in some random
field. The channel’s website even has
an application that you can fill out if
you want to participate in one of these
fights which would make any trip to
Germany pretty entertaining depending on the outcome. The DFC channel

has just over 200,000 subscribers and
climbing since the output of videos is
fairly consistent and consistently entertaining.
Favorite DFC video: African Tiger vs Persian Beast Heavyweight
Street fight KO
Up next is a more professional
looking channel that develops up and
coming MMA fighters looking to make
it in professional promotions. The B2
Fighting Series channel has 177,000
subscribers and boasts great amateur fights in a much more organized
looking setting with a typical cage and
canvas set up where fighters look to
develop their skills against other up
and coming opponents. Following
typical MMA rules, the fights are often exciting as the fighters try to prove
themselves among their equals. The
organization does feed fighters into
bigger name promotions such as the
recent exciting debut of former B2FS
fighter Terrance McKinney into the
UFC this last year. If you want a possibility at witnessing the next MMA
star, this channel may be where you

Let’s talk NFL playoffs

draft night and a supporting cast that
did not support at all the young Clemson QB, accompanied by a 0-5 start
to the regular season, set up things in
Duval County for another year of disappointment. The cherry on top being
the disaster that former college coach
Urban Meyer was. All these factors
make the Jaguars enter a deep phase
of rebuilding if they want to make
the young leader they have in Trevor
Lawrence bloom.
Russell Wilson: Seahawk?
On the other hand, a team that
had seen success in recent years, fell
this year not only to the bottom of
their own conference, but the bottom of the league. The main problem
being the finger injury the main QB,
Russ Wilson, picked up early in the
season, which sidelined him for four
weeks. Besides his injury, Wilson was
already sustaining an unhealthy relationship with the team, wanting more
input in decisions, and feeling frustration over the team failing to build
a dream cast around him. It is yet to
be determined whether Wilson will

remain in Seattle. Will Russ Wilson
look for an opportunity with a contender? Or will the Seahawks ownership part ways with Pete Carroll and
the GM?
Other Teams that did not make
the playoffs
The most remarkable case of a
team that missed post-season this
year, were the LA Chargers, who must
be twisting after a terrible timeout call
from their head coach, losing to the
Las Vegas Raiders this past weekend.
Missing the cut by just a bit, we have
the Saint-less Jameis Winstons, and
the Minnesota Vikings, both teams
being eliminated later in the season.
The other teams that missed the
playoffs are as follows: In the AFC:
the Miami Dolphins, New York Jets
(no surprise here), Denver Broncos,
Cleveland Browns, a huge disappointment with injured Lamar Jackson in
the Baltimore Ravens and the QB-less
Houston Texans. On the other side, in
the NFC, we have: The Washington
Football Team, New York Giants, the
Detroit Lions, the Carolina Panthers,

the Atlanta Falcons and my (not so
dear this season) Chicago Bears.
Teams that made the cut, and
who will be leaving the Wild Card
Weekend empty handed
Every other team that has not
been mentioned yet has made the
NFL playoffs. In the AFC, the team
that will be taking off a week, will be
the Tennessee Titans, who look forward to the return of star player Derrick Henry, who was injured earlier
this season, but seen practicing these
past weeks. On the other side, in the
NFC, it is the Green Bay Packers who
look forward to taking a break after
another amazing season by star QB
Aaron Rodgers.
Finally, these are the games that
you should be looking forward to this
weekend.
Buffalo Bills vs. New England
Patriots:
Bill Belichick has done it, he has
found an amazing rhythm without
TB12, and has found his new franchise QB, but will they be able to go
over the Josh Allen- led Bills? This

Who is the true GOAT of powerlifting?

Haack. Powerlifting is not a uniform
sport; there are several different
weight and equipment classes. An
800lb squat will not be as impressive
it is performed with an assistive squat
suit on as if it is performed raw, for
example. Similarly, a 198lb weight
class lifter benching 500lbs is much
more impressive than a 220lb weight
class athlete doing the same.
Furthermore, we can look into
the genetic gifts one athlete possesses as compared to another. Shorter
arms will assist with the bench press,
as the bar will not have to travel as far
to get to lockout, and thus less energy
will be required. Taller athletes tend
to suffer in the squat as they have to
move the weight over a greater total
distance. I will look into these factors
as well, though they will be given less
weight in determining who is the superior athlete than factors like equipment and weight class. I will take
each of these factors and examine

them in regards to each of the three
power lifts: the squat, bench press
and deadlift.
Squat:
Ed Coan: 962 lbs @ 220 John
Haack: 750 lbs @ 198
Now, at first glance, it looks as
though Coan walks away with this
first comparison. However, the numbers alone don’t tell the entire tale.
Ed Coan completed his squat in a
single ply squat suit and knee wraps,
both of which add significant weight
to one’s max squat capabilities. Knee
wraps alone have been shown to add
around 15% to a squat one rep max
(1RM). So, the fair comparison would
be to deduct around 15-20% from
Coan’s squat and then redo our comparison. 80% this number comes to
770 lbs, while 85% comes to 818 lbs
which makes our comparison much
more interesting.
Let’s be generous to Ed Coan
and take the higher estimate, 818, as

the 15% estimated gain from wraps is
the high end of the spectrum. Then,
we can see Coan squats 3.7lbs per
pound of bodyweight, while Haack
manages 3.8. A close comparison
indeed, that we can essentially say
comes out as a tie.
Moving to the next factor that
could break the draw, we see that
Haack squats high bar, the much
more challenging technique that requires the bar to move farther as a result of the narrower foot stance that
comes as a result of the higher bar position. This seems to swing the debate
in his favor, as Coan’s low bar technique is mechanically much easier to
complete.
That being said, Ed Coan may
have had assistive equipment, but
there is a case to be made for the fact
he still had to maintain 962lbs on his
back throughout the lift. Coan had to
have the balance, core strength and
nervous system control to stabilize

can find them.
Favorite B2FS video: B2FS 132:
Rakim Cleveland vs Kelvin Fitial:
Heavyweight Title
Saving the most brutal for last is
the most violent channel that is available on YouTube which is King of the
Streets (KOTS) which hosts underground fights somewhere in Europe,
most likely Germany, I think. KOTS
has the most brutal setting for MMA
as the fights usually take place entrapped in some chain link fencing
under solid brick or concrete floors.
The fighters don their bare hands
with minimal wrapping and proceed
to land head slamming takedowns on
the solid ground and bloody strikes as
the bare knuckles cut across the head.
These fights are typically short or all
out wars. Some of the most brutal
looking fights on the internet can be
found here and although they may be
very hard to watch at times, the eyes
are still drawn to the violence.
Favorite KOTS video: King of the
Streets 55: Insanus vs Shooter

should be a truly interesting matchup
to look forward to, happening this upcoming Saturday.
PREDICTION: New England
takes the Win as Mac Jones has his
revenge week after a poor performance against the Dolphins.
Arizona Cardinals vs. LA Rams:
The Kyler Murray MVP campaign was stained by inconsistency
and some lost games that could have
gone better. They look to take revenge
on the superstar Rams, which have
been an almost unstoppable force in
the game these past seasons.
PREDICTION: In a shocker, the
Cardinals beat the Rams in a rather
defense-filled game, Murray takes
the edge over Stafford to get his mojo
back.
Cincinnati Bengals vs. LV Raiders:
Joey Legend is heading to the
post season this year, a surprise just
as pleasing as Derek Carr seeing
post-season this year after the almost

See page 11

nearly 1000lbs on his back for what
was probably 10+ seconds from unracking the bar to reracking after the
squat. For this reason, I give him the
squat. It simply takes an ungodly level
of strength to hold that much weight,
let alone squat it, even with equipment. And, as I must admit, I hold
a minor prejudice toward the bigger
numbers because they are more eyecatching. So, Coan wins round one.
Bench Press
Ed Coan: 584 lbs @ 220 John
Haack: 580 @ 198
This comparison is perhaps the
most straightforward of the three
lifts. Both completed their lifts raw
with no assistive bench shirts or elbow wraps, and managed essentially
the same lift. Therefore, Haack takes
the win here on account of weighing
22lbs less at the time. This means he
benched 2.9lbs per pound of bodyweight, compared to Coan’s 2.7. Why

See page 10
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Lyrics of Life
By Grace Reyes

Fairyland
By Therese McCoy

Giants and dwarfs, fairies and
witches, heroes and villains, riddles
and hidden treasures, and all the rest.
This is the stuff of kid’s books, but does
it have to be? Reading ancient fairytales makes me think they were not created for children, or if they were, only
as a cruel and unusual punishment.
Many old Grimm’s tales or classic Hans
Christian Anderson tales appear to be
more of horror stories than the lighthearted version we get from 1940’s and
50’s Disney fairy tales. They are hardly
recognizable. For instance, the sweet,
yellow-haired “Cinderella” known to
America was a story full of self-mutilation and trails of blood to medieval
children. I’m not saying we should expose children to more violence and terrifying ideas, but why should we banish fairy tales to the realm of children’s
stories?
Well, there is the fact that children
are more likely to be enamored with a
fairytale than an adult. They are far
more imaginative and impressionable.
Yet, I am jealous of their ability to wonder and take delight in unimpressive
things. Not a day goes by that I don’t
miss the thrill of getting to brush my
teeth in the morning or being allowed
to dip my hands in the warm, sudsy
water to wash the dishes. Now, brushing teeth is a mindless process and
washing dishes is an annoying chore. I
miss waking up on an early December
morning and feeling the unspeakable
joy at seeing the world transformed

Goosepimples
By Madeleine Corum

Song of the Week: I Me Mine - Rehearsal / Mono by The Beatles (Yes,
that specific version)

Over the break, I had the pleasure
of watching nine hours of almost-raw
footage of a band writing music, goofing around and struggling through the
difficulties of planning a show as a way
to hold together what had begun to fall
apart. Nine hours of anything is intimidating, and I knew that going into The
Beatles documentary, Get Back. I won’t
lie to you and say I didn’t fall asleep a
few times, because I did.
But it also gave me chills.
When George Harrison played
the first few lone guitar notes of I Me
Mine for his bandmates, I had never
heard the song before. The solemnity
of it struck me. Simple, stripped down,
his voice carried a haunting lament. I
loved it, and I wanted more. In the final recording, however, even in the
verses, this element is lost. Perhaps
lost to overproduction, to the intensity of choruses, or to the great magnificence of the Beatles. George would
probably attribute it to the latter. That
is not to say the song would have been
better without the band or to take sides
between them and George, but simply
to acknowledge the way the two were

growing apart.
Trivia will tell you the song is
about Buddhism and the idea of releasing the ego in favor of the no-self. Trivia will also tell you John Lennon was
absent for the official recording of the
song. Everything else—George’s process when he sat alone figuring out the
strumming, the thoughts and feelings
in his head that lead to the lyrics—is
lost. I find only a semblance of it in this
recording—that troubled, melancholy
self-expression.
I’ll leave you to discover the rest
of the documentary on your own, but
I will say this moment is more pivotal
and revealing than it first seems.
Watching it, I’m reminded of my
sophomore year of high school, struggling to record the last album with a
band I had mentally parted ways with.
A month prior, I had learned of some
unforgivable actions my then-bandmates had committed. It took time to
let go of our history together, to let go
of the joy of writing and performing.
When we finally recorded the album
over one long bittersweet Saturday in
November, I was grateful to the people
who had helped me create something I
loved, and simultaneously furious and
hurt that they took it away from me.
I watch George looking at his

bandmates, knowing it was time to
move on, knowing they weren’t treating him the way he deserved, but also
wanting to share and make something
beautiful with them.
I think about what an act of trust
it is to pull a piece of art from yourself
and bare it, naked, to other people.
These feelings can be summed up
in the softness of his voice, the way his
body moves with his guitar, the way his
fingers touch the strings. These feelings are forever immortalized not in
the footage documenting the rehearsal.
They are embedded in the art, the music, because we don’t know any other
way to share pieces of ourselves with
other people.
Today I am grateful for the music
I made, and the people who enabled
me to make it. I am grateful for those
I’ve been able to be vulnerable with
since then, who have helped me to heal
and remember why we make music
and art in the first place.
I’m sending warmth and compassion to those of you who have lost these
connections, or had them taken away
from you. Your voice and your work are
still valuable. Know that there will always be someone willing to listen, even
if that someone is yourself.

into a giant sparkling snowfield. Now,
I can only briefly admire it over a cup
of coffee while I mentally brace myself
to go outside and excavate my car so
that I can casually risk my life on the
perilous road to work. Thus we arrive
at the reason fairyland is primarily accessible to children. They get to wash
the dishes rather than have to wash the
dishes. They get to look at and play in
the snow, not drive in it.
It’s true that fairy stories are remarkable for their glowing enchantments and “happily ever after’s” that
are so unfathomable to adults. However, there is plenty of bitterness to go
around as well. For every charm there
is a curse. Heroes aren’t heroes without
villains. It’s sad that to mature a story
someone just has to intensify the grief.
Perhaps we need more wonder in our
lives, though; to notice new experiences. After all, tales from fairyland always
happen once upon a time rather than
in a universe where life appears to be
a series of vicious cycles. That’s why
‘happily ever after’ was ever possible,
because this only happened once and
then it was done and the characters
could move on. Perhaps an adult can’t
marvel at dragons and unicorns the
way a child can, but they can marvel at
the extratemporal powers of the realm.
In fairyland, we remember that they
only live each day once, the awful days
of suffering curses and the good ones of
slaying dragons.
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Macaroni Dragon
By Mara Logan

Six Servings Per Can
By Molly Ruffing

Three scents will always remind
me of my father: the Permatex I could find
sitting in a puddle of soap scum
at the shop, the wood shavings from
his circular saw, and the salted maybe-ham
that the world knows as SPAM.
On Sunday mornings, he would tie
his apron and sing Sinatra while
frying Something Posing as Meat.
He never gave up trying to feed
my brothers and me his childhood
delicacy that splattered
our poor mother’s cabinet doors
as he plopped it on the cutting board.
We huddled together behind
the sofa, for once putting aside
our GI Joe and Barbie woes
to hide from our father’s spoils.
With a mouth full, he called it a luxury
and ignored our gagging pleas
as the smell of salted meat
seeped into our meal

Edgar & Poe

By Isabella Thompson

of pilfered peanut butter
and Saltine crackers.
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Curt Lauderdale: A forever Lawrentian

As explained by Assistant Director for Residential Education and Housing Bonny Sucherman,
Curt has the ability to think several steps ahead

Molly Ruffing

Editor-in-Chief
__________________________________
Excited about his new role at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Curt Lauderdale ‘01
officially left his position as Dean of Students at
Lawrence University on Friday, Jan. 7. The area
he will be working in at UW-Madison, the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, is roughly
double the size of the Lawrence student body.
This inevitably means that Curt will remain
busy and will certainly be connecting with many
students in his new home.
Several members of the Lawrence community expressed excitement for Curt — for this
new position and his ability to now live closer
to family members as well — but are certainly
feeling nostalgic as he goes. Lawrence has been
Curt’s home for decades now, and though he’s
leaving, they know that he will still always be a
Lawrentian.
When asked about their favorite memories
of working with Curt, several Lawrence faculty
and staff members simply smiled, engaging in
the memory before even daring to describe it.
Favorites included Curt wearing a penguin suit
to celebrate Winter Carnival, small moments
amidst the chaos of Student Life in which Curt
could bring about a smile with a whacky NPR
story, nights spent drinking on College Avenue,
countless pranks and bumping into Curt and his
lovable dog, Tilly, on the Newberry Trail by the
river.
Surprisingly, several people also identified
their favorite moments to be when a residence
hall — or all of group housing — was flooding.
These may not have been enjoyable moments
on the surface, considering the labor involved
in sorting through water-damaged belongings
to salvage what they could. However, people
chose these moments because they showed the
commitment and care Curt had for students and
for Lawrence.
According to Dean of Academic Success
Monita Mohammadian Gray, Curt is the definition of student-centered. He loved working with

Curt Lauderdale ‘01 with Tilly the Dog.
Photo by Larissa Davis ‘20.

student organizations, and he could often be
seen at student performances. While some may
say that part of his impressive attendance is due
to his beginnings at Lawrence — initially a vocal major before choosing to study government
and history —, it was clear that he showed up for
more than just the music.
Curt’s support for students was evident
in meetings for the plethora of committees he
was a part of as well. He continuously advocated for students, regularly bringing up perspectives that students had shared with him or
asking questions about the potential impact on
the student body. Provost and Dean of the Faculty Catherine Gunther Kodat stated that Curt’s
commitment to amplifying student voices had
been evident ever since she first met him while
serving on the hiring committee that selected
Chris Card for the Vice President for Student
Life position. She explained that Curt sat between two students, rather than other faculty
or staff, during the interviews and listened attentively to the questions they brought forward.
Beyond this, Curt was also “unofficially the
glue of most things student-related” according

to Associate Dean of Students and Dean of the
Sophomore Class Rose Wasielewski. This included co-chairing the Early Alerts Committee
that connects faculty and staff with resources
to ensure timely intervention can be provided
for struggling students. It also involved meeting
with students regarding housing concerns, meal
plan accommodations, conduct issues, and essentially everything else imaginable.
Being the glue also included supporting
other offices, such as Campus Safety. As explained by Campus Safety Officer and Building Administrator at the Warch Campus Center Kevin Goggins, Curt could always be found
walking around campus with Tilly on busy
nights. He would check in with the officers to
see if they needed any support or had any issues, and according to Goggins, Curt always
kept his word.
Goggins continued, stating that Curt is
the person that you want in charge in any situation. Characterized as a role model, a steadying leader, an attentive listener and a creative
questioner, Curt brought logic, curiosity and
compassion into each situation he encountered.

and ask questions no one else thinks of. This
was partially due to the history that Curt had
with Lawrence; he is an alumnus who worked
here after graduation and then pursued a graduate degree before returning. This combined his
treasure trove of Lawrence knowledge with experiences outside of the Bubble to better evaluate and advise the workings of Lawrence.
These characteristics were evident in his
meetings with students as well. In his role,
Curt met with students during some of their
best and worst moments, according to former
Vice President for Student Life and Dean of
Students Nancy Truesdell. In these situations,
Curt sought to be fair and keep students centered in the conversation. Both as a student and
as a full-time staff member, Assistant Director
of Alumni and Constituency Engagement Kate
Allison ’12 observed Curt’s ability to offer a balance of challenge and support for students.
While being challenged was not always —
or even often — comfortable, it did encourage
curiosity and growth. I speak from personal
experience on this, as I have had the opportunity to meet with Curt Lauderdale while being
beyond angry with him and this university.
Whether it be regarding systemic issues or specific situations, Curt was always willing to hear
out my woes. He listened— but he questioned
too. This was admittedly infuriating at certain
points, as he asked more questions than a philosopher could ever dream of. However, I am
truly grateful for those moments of frustration
now.
Curt Lauderdale taught me some of the
most difficult, yet also the most important,
lessons I’ve learned while at Lawrence. He reminded me why I chose Lawrence and why I
continue to choose a career path in education
and supporting students; he truly pushed me to
learn and be my best self. And I will always be
grateful for the pain in my ass he was and will
likely continue to be.

In Loving Memory of The Golden Girls
Nathan Wall

characters, but unlike almost everywhere else
Staff Writer
__________________________________ in the media at the time, the characters were
treated with respect and not just used to make
On Dec. 31, 2021, an era came to an end with cheap jokes. Gay characters on The Golden Girls
the death of Betty White, three weeks before her
include Dorothy’s childhood friend, Jean, who
100th birthday. Betty, who played the character
falls in love with Rose. While flattered, Rose is
of Rose Nylund, was the last of The Golden Girls
straight and not interested. Blanche’s brother
actresses to die. White was preceded in death
Clayton is another gay character, and he teaches
by Estelle Getty (Sophia Petrillo) at 84 in 2008,
his sister to be more accepting, even though it’s
Rue McClanahan (Blanche Devereaux) at 76 in
hard for her. Although the show could have done
2009 and Beatrice Arthur (Dorothy Zbornak) at
a better job representing transgender people in
86 in 2010.
a respectful way, a criticism I’m sure Bea, Betty,
For those who don’t know, The Golden
Rue, and Estelle would have accepted after the
Girls was a show about four old women who
show ended, positive queer representation on
lived together in a house, getting into all sorts
TV was a huge deal at the time.
of adventures, fights, and tough situations. But
In the 1990 episode “72 Hours,” Rose
it was more than just a TV show; it was an
thinks she might have AIDS from a blood transicon, a trailblazer and a staple in the gay comfusion and is distraught. She tells Blanche that
munity. The show tackled important topics,
she doesn’t deserve this because she’s a “good
including sexual harassment, slut shaming, fat
person, a goody-two-shoes in fact” and only got
shaming, antisemitism, age discrimination, drug “an innocent gallbladder surgery” while Blanche
addiction and mental health — and they did
“must have taken hundreds of men home.”
it thoughtfully and maturely while still makBlanche angrily turns to Rose and says, “AIDS
ing it funny. They also introduced several gay
is not a bad person’s disease, Rose. It is not

God punishing you for your sins.” To say this in
1990, during the Reagan-Bush years, when gaybashing was encouraged and even Democrats
wouldn’t support our community, was brave and
the right thing to write into the script. It must
have been a relief to be treated with respect
during a time when being gay was seen as a bad
thing, a sin, a joke or disgusting by mainstream
society. There’s a reason the gay community
latched onto The Golden Girls. In fact, every
Saturday night at 9 p.m., in thousands of gay
bars across the country, the music would stop,
and The Golden Girls would come on.
This support for the gay community wasn’t
just on TV. Betty, Bea, Rue and Estelle actively
supported queer people in their personal lives as
well. Bea founded a homeless shelter for queer
youth in Los Angeles, which Rue supported and
fundraised for. Betty was an ardent supporter of
GLAAD and the Elton John AIDS Foundation.
She also came out publicly in support of gay
marriage in 2010 — two years before Barack
Obama and three years before Hillary Clinton.
Estelle was a devoted AIDS activist after the

death of her nephew and refused to make jokes
that made fun of gay people. All four women
had many gay friends in their personal lives as
well, so discrimination and AIDS were personal
to them. It’s also worth noting that Betty lost a
show in 1954 when she responded to complaints
about her platforming Black singer and dancer
Art Duncan, by saying, “I’m sorry, live with it,”
and giving him even more airtime. Betty and
Rue were also animal rights activists.
So, thank you, Betty, Bea, Rue and Estelle
for treating us with respect in the mainstream
media, for discussing issues that impacted us
on TV, for destigmatizing being gay or having
AIDS, for being willing to play somewhat bigoted
characters on TV in order to show people how to
learn and grow, for demonstrating that age is no
excuse for bigotry, for walking the walk in your
personal lives and devoting time and money
to issues like AIDS and homelessness and for
understanding that it’s about more than marriage and slurs. Thank you for being our friends.
We will miss you all.
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The Fox River: Your new best friend
Lucian Baxter

Copy Editor
_________________________________
The Fox River: home to river bugs, provider
of food and drinking water to communities along
the river and an all-around excellent place to go
enjoy a nice existential scream in the peaceful
seclusion of nature (if you’re so inclined). We see
it every day and sometimes even make a point of
spending time with it up close, but how many of
us are familiar with the river’s colorful history?
Lawrence perches above the Lower Fox
River, which stretches for 39 miles, originating
at Lake Winnebago and discharging into Green
Bay. Paper manufacturing is a major industry
along the banks of the river; in fact, Appleton
was the first community in the Fox Valley to
begin manufacturing paper, though Kaukauna is
known for its old Thilmany Papers mill.
In the 1950s, paper mills in the Lower Fox
River Valley began using polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)to manufacture carbonless copy
paper. PCBs are “toxic and persistent chemicals
primarily used as insulating fluids in heavy-duty
electrical equipment in power plants, industries,
and large buildings across the country” (EPA
Press Release, 1979). These chemicals made
their way into the river, where they contaminated sediment, drinking water and wildlife, pos-

ing a threat to the ecosystem -- which includes
humans.
PCBs are a “chemical family of more than
200 different compounds, which accumulate
in the fatty tissue of animals, including fish,
waterfowl, and humans,” causing cancer and
other health issues, as then-Lawrence student
Devin Burke ‘04 wrote in a 2001 article for The
Lawrentian. Additionally, PCBs take many years
to naturally break down once in the environment
and cycle easily between soil, air and water, by
which they can be carried long distances from
where they were originally released into the
environment. This has led to PCBs being found
all over the world, including in the arctic (cdc.
gov). For these reasons, their use was banned
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on
April 19, 1979.
Cleanup efforts began along the Lower Fox
River in 2004. The project included removing
6.5 million cubic yards of sediment contaminated by PCBs, as well as cleaning 800,000 tons of
sand to be returned to the river (Kaeding, 2020).
River ecosystems responded well to the
cleanup: PCB levels plunged after the first phase
of the cleanup on Lake Butte des Morts, a sixmile stretch of the river flowing from Lake
Winnebago. PCB levels in walleye fish also
dropped by over 70 percent within a few years

(McCoy, 2019).
According to the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources, the cleanup restored approximately 10 billion gallons of river water in what is
considered one of the largest and most expensive
cleanups in the nation (Kaeding, 2020). It was
completed in September 2020, a mere two years
ago, and cost over 1 billion dollars.
Tehassi Hill, chairperson of the Oneida
Nation of Wisconsin, remarked that “Completing
the PCB cleanup moves us one step closer in fulfilling our given responsibility by the Creator, to
care for our waters.” He continued, “Soon, we
will be able to catch and eat clean, safe fish from
the Lower Fox River and the waters within the
Oneida Reservation” (Kaeding, 2020).
Though we Lawrentians don’t get our food
or drinking water from the river, it still occupies
a massive space in all of our lives and is part of
what makes the Lawrence campus such a special
place. If you’ve ever gone for a stroll down the
riverwalk behind Sage and Trever Halls and gotten to experience the river’s serenity up close,
you can thank former Lawrence students for
making that experience possible.
In 2006, Professor of Geosciences Andrew
Knudsen taught an environmental studies
course in which students explored the history of
the Fox River, its pollution and its connections

to Lawrence. The riverwalk was the course’s final
project: students designed it, including recommending “what type of gravel to use for the path,
the shape of the path and the content of the
interpretive signs” (Anstine, 2010).
In the words of Professor of Anthropology
Peter Neal Peregrine, the riverwalk project was a
“way to get us tied to the river a little bit more;”
he elaborated that the Lawrence community had
previously tended to ignore the river’s existence
(Anstine, 2010). The hope with this project was
to bring people down to the river to commune
with nature and appreciate the rich ecosystem
the river sustains.
The riverwalk grants us intimate access to
a beautiful space full of healthy plants and creatures, thanks to the 17-year-long effort to clean
toxic PCBs out of the river. It’s a safe haven from
the Lawrence Busy — a resource that can lower
our anxiety, enhance our senses of wellbeing and
remind us that we’re part of a world much bigger
and way, way more wonderful than the stress
that flits in and out of our lives. The Fox River
has been through a lot within Lawrence’s comparatively short lifetime, and it’s to the benefit of
every creature dwelling in its reach — including
those mysterious cryptids that attend Lawrence
-- that the river has been cared for as it deserves
and is recovering so well.
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Movies, Movies,
Movies
Levi Homman
Columnist

_____________________________

Licorice Pizza, 2022, directed
by Paul Thomas Anderson — 2.5/5
Stars
Paul Thomas Anderson’s latest
movie, the lighthearted, slice-of-life
1970s romance Licorice Pizza, was on
track to be one of the best films of the
year. Anderson’s past work has established him as a household auteur in
the industry, breaking onto the scene
with Boogie Nights in 1997 and since
wowing critics and audience alike
with modern classics like There Will
Be Blood and The Master. Trailers
for Licorice Pizza excited moviegoers, teasing audiences with nostalgia and youthful awkwardness, set to
David Bowie’s “Life on Mars.” In the
weeks leading up to the Christmas
Day release date, though, contention
broke out over the film’s contents.
When the film began screening in
select theaters in New York and Los
Angeles prior to its national release
date, accusations of glorifying pedophilia, regarding the age gap between
the two lead characters, emerged.
Many defended this age gap, claiming
that the depiction of the relationship
did not equate to endorsement, and
deflecting other criticisms as lacking in media literacy. It would seem,
though, that the defenders of the
distractingly large age gap relationship at the center of the film’s story
have been blinded by their biases and
their love for Anderson as a director. Not only does the film actively
endorse the relationship, it seems to
actively combat criticisms of it, frequently acknowledging the difference
in maturity levels but proceeding with
confidence all the same. It’s truly a
shame, as breakout stars Alana Haim
and Cooper Hoffman are electric in
their roles, and the film has some
truly visually beautiful and funny
moments, but the story is dragged
down by its dated understanding of
romance and power dynamics. The
complete plot is spoiled in this review.
Hoffman plays the overly confident and ambitious Gary Valentine, a
15-year-old hustler who is also a child
actor. Opposite him is Haim, who
plays the 25-year-old, aptly named
Alana Kane, a directionless young
woman who yearns for the freedom
and irresponsibility of youth. It’s clear
what Anderson is trying to do here;
contrasting the desire to grow up fast
with the nostalgia of being a teenager,
and demonstrating the way that contrast brings people together. The gap
is so startlingly wide, though, that the
developing romance between the two
makes less and less sense as the story

progresses. When Gary first pursues
Alana, she shrugs him off, dismissing
him as a “kid.” When he invites her
on a date, though, she follows through
and meets him at a local restaurant.
As a viewer, the charitable reading
of this situation, and of the story as
a whole, is that Alana is entertaining
Gary’s crush not because she’s genuinely interested in him romantically,
but because she enjoys the attention
and misses being a kid like him. Each
step of the way, though, not a single
aspect of the movie seems to acknowledge the unhealthy and, frankly, gross
nature of their relationship. The two
weave in and out of each other’s lives,
Alana helping Gary with his water bed
business, and later departing to work
for a local political campaign. In one
scene, the two poetically chase each
other’s glances from across a room
without a hint of irony. The charitable
reading completely dissipates when
the film ends, closing on what clearly
intends to be a romantic kiss between
the two, with the final line of dialogue
being delivered by Alana: “I love you,
Gary.”
If the film intends to comment
on this age gap, the commentary is
lost. The ages of the characters are
mentioned on more than one occasion; the script certainly doesn’t shy
away from the gap, but it doesn’t seem
to care about fully acknowledging its
implications either. When it comes
down to it, Gary is a child and Alana
is an adult, and that makes the viewing experience deeply uncomfortable.
Even worse, the discomfort doesn’t
seem to be remotely intentional.
It’s not like Licorice Pizza
doesn’t have its moments. Sean Penn
and Bradley Cooper, who are featured
in smaller roles, deliver some seriously funny performances. The film’s
imagery, in Anderson’s distinct style,
is beautifully framed and staged, with
slight overexposure of the 70mm film
bathing the scenes in a bright, dreamy
haze. The soundtrack is appropriately
nostalgia-invoking, with some excellently integrated montages set to ‘70s
hits. Hoffman and Haim demonstrate
some real talent, and their characters feel fleshed out and believable
in Anderson’s slightly surreal world.
Unfortunately, though, the glaring
issue at the core of the story greatly detracts from the ability to enjoy
the film as a whole, weighing on the
plot and making viewing the film
disorienting and frustrating. While
Anderson has never failed to demonstrate his craftsmanship, Licorice
Pizza has undoubtedly left a mark on
his previously flawless record.
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A preview of the GRAMMYs

Olivia Zimmberoff
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Happy New Year everyone! It is
now 2022, or as so many people have
pointed out, it is “2020 two.” I am not
sure if that’s funny or depressing, but
I know I don’t want 2020 on repeat,
so get vaccinated and wear a mask. In
December, a new COVID-19 variant,
omicron, made its unwanted appearance, which is now leading to the
world slowly shutting down again, so
let’s do what we can to avoid a “2020
three.”
Despite all this, movies are
still coming out, music is still being
made and the award show season is
here, sort of. That being said, let’s
learn about the GRAMMYs! The 64th
Annual Grammy Award show scheduled for Jan. 31 in Los Angeles has
now been postponed until who knows
when due to COVID-19. Regardless,
I am excited to inform you, readers,
more about the GRAMMYs with the
hope it happens sometime later this
year.
The GRAMMYs originated in the
1950s through the Hollywood Walk of
Fame project. Recording executives
made a list of people they thought
would qualify for a star on Hollywood
Boulevard. These industry leaders
added to this idea by creating specific
awards that artists could win for their

craft.
The name GRAMMYs came from
the “gramophone,” which was the
original record player. The first ceremony was hosted in 1959 in Beverly

of the production. And that is how
they described it, a massive production. What viewers at home do not
see is that the GRAMMY stage is in
fact multiple stages connected to one

Hills, California. The most popular
of the awards an artist can win are
Album of the Year, Record of the Year,
Song of the Year and Best New Artist
of the Year. Other awards are given for
things such as choreography, composing and music videos.
A highlight of the GRAMMYs
is certainly the red carpet. With the
glamour of the dresses and the sleekness of the suits, if you have any interest in fashion, you certainly wouldn’t
want to miss the red carpet.
Another memorable moment is
the performances, not necessarily the
artist on the stage but in fact the audience and how they are reacting to the
songs, whether it is an awkward cover
of a song that leaves an audience sitting down as the camera pans down
to their goofy-looking expressions or
a rocking song that has the audience
jumping up and down and dancing. I
have to say that watching the artists
and celebrities dance is quite humorous.
I know a couple of people who
have been lucky enough to attend the
GRAMMYs in person, and in spite
of not being close to the red carpet action, they loved every minute

another. So while we are watching
H.E.R. strum her guitar on a stage
that seems like it’s only a few feet
away, the presenters are preparing to
present the awards for Best Record of
the Year on a different stage.
Another behind-the-scenes tidbit
I learned was the process the A-listers
had to go through in order to leave
their seats. Whether it’s to use the
restroom or make a phone call, they
have to be escorted at the right time
so that the camera will not film them
leaving, and then someone has to sit
down in their place as to not show an
empty seat next to Ariana Grande.
It is such a trip to be in a stadium setting where anything can be
happening on the floor and to look all
around you and see that everyone is
dressed in high fashion and glamour.
There are also amazing live performances by musical artists of so many
music genres. Where else can you see
such a thing in performance over just
a few hours?
All in all, I certainly hope the
GRAMMYs are happening soon, as it
would give us all something to look
forward to.

TV Review: Twin Peaks

Lauren Woodzicka
Staff Writer

_____________________________

I was first introduced to the
television show ***Twin Peaks*** in
middle school, and ever since then I
have found it to be a reliable re-watch
due to its captivating characters and
avant-garde filming style and plot.
The story invites the viewer to fully
join the small town in all its weirdness.
The show begins with the premise of a murdered high school girl,
Laura Palmer, who’s “filled with
secrets.” Throughout the show’s
two season runtime, (excluding the
third season released in 2017, which
bears little resemblance to the original show) the dark underbelly of the
small-town setting is revealed through
the work of FBI agent Dale Cooper.
The show incorporates elements of
the supernatural and traditional horror aspects in order to create a genuinely scary experience, from the time I
first watched it at thirteen until now.
It’s difficult to pinpoint what
makes me love the show so much, but
I believe a large portion of my affection derives from the strong charac-

/Lawrentian

terization present in the show. The
unique cast of characters are all carefully interconnected, and each indi-

spooky elements of the show founded
upon the supernatural, and fans of
comedy will enjoy the humorous char-

vidual has distinct personality traits
that make them memorable and interesting to watch. Even minor characters are thoroughly represented, often
through wacky dialogue or memorable traits, such as an obsession with
completely silent drape runners or
a love for coffee and donuts. The
characters all share a connection to
the central figure in the show, Laura
Palmer, and demonstrate the vast web
of connections human beings share
with each other, especially in small
towns. Dale Cooper states that, “Laura
Palmer’s death has affected each and
every person because life has meaning
here in Twin Peaks. Every life.” This
idealistic way of life is juxtaposed with
the darker forces that are present in
the town, represented as the supernatural but also deeply human.
It’s difficult to define the genre
of Twin Peaks, as it incorporates elements of melodrama, horror and mystery. It’s excellent blending of genres
leads to a viewing experience that
appeals to a wide range of people.
Traditional horror fans will enjoy the

acterization of many of the show’s
central figures.
The show uses supernatural elements to explore the darker side of
human nature, and although sometimes leaning towards cliché, the show
is still a compelling portrayal of issues
that remain important 30 years later.
Even though the central plot concerns the misfortunes and death of
a teenage girl, it never trivializes the
issues that she faced. Although it has
lighthearted moments, it’s definitely a
dark show, especially with its portrayal of many types of abuse. Subsequent
additions to the show, including the
third season and the prequel film,
address the issue of abuse and assault
more in depth.
I would wholeheartedly recommend this show to anyone who is a
fan of compelling mysteries, unique
characters and avant-garde horror.
Twin Peaks is unfortunately no longer
available on Netflix or Hulu but can be
viewed on Amazon Prime Video with a
Showtime subscription.
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Photo Feature: A look into the past

Lawrence University students participate in Winter Carnival activities in the 1970s.
(ABOVE) Students sled down Union Hill.
(TOP RIGHT) Lawrence students ski on Main Hall Green.
(BOTTOM RIGHT) Members of the Appleton community and Lawrence Students ride tricycles.
Photos provided by Lawrence University Archives, ARC2012-042, ARC2016-225, ARC2012-041

The Book Club
Mikayla Henry
Columnist

_____________________________

Welcome back to another Winter
Term at Lawrence! Everywhere you
look, glasses are fogged up, snow
boots are donned and hands are freezing. All of these signs can only mean
one thing — it is the perfect time to
stay inside and get cozy with a new
book! And luckily for you, I had some
time to read a few books over break,
so I have a few recommendations up
my sleeve to help you get back into
the reading groove. Were any of the
books I read the ones I mentioned
potentially reading in the last edition?
Not in the slightest! But sometimes
the book you want to read and the
one you find yourself needing to read
are two different things, and that is
totally okay!
In my case, I decided to go outside of my comfort zone and read a
nonfiction book rather than my usual
mystery novel or fiction piece. In
the Dream House is a memoir by
Carmen Maria Machado that is unlike
any other memoir I have picked up,
and it tackles some rather sensitive
subjects to a great extent, such as
partner abuse and sexual assault in
a same-sex relationship. So, if you do
not feel comfortable reading that sort
of content, then this might not be the
book for you, in which case I have
a post-apocalyptic piece that might
float your boat mentioned later in
this article.
What made this memoir unique
was Machado’s writing style, though
when I say that I do not mean her
word choice. While her writing was
rather down to earth and easy to read,
the chapter design was what drew
me in. She titled every chapter with
“Dream House as…” and proceeded to change what filled in the final
blank. For example, she had a chapter titled “Dream House as Demonic
Possession” or “Dream House as

Choose Your Own Adventure.” The
chapter lengths varied and could be
as short as just a line or over twenty
pages, and the story itself had almost
a non-linear structure. You can follow
the plot and the passage of time as her
relationship develops, but you often
are told the story through numerous metaphors and footnotes at the
bottom of the page, since she found
it difficult to find the right words to
describe her traumatic experiences.
Despite its unconventional form,
Machado managed to create a heartbreaking piece depicting her account
of partner abuse in an LGBTQ+ relationship. It is hauntingly tragic, yet
the experience of reading it was worth
every teardrop. I would recommend
this for anyone who adores memoirs
and wants a new one to read that
features a LGBTQ+ perspective and a
unique format.
The other book I read over break
was The Road by Cormac McCarthy.
It tells the story of a boy and his father
as they try to survive, yet the rest of
the details are vague. Our main characters have no names, the disaster
that created this wasteland is never
mentioned and there is very little
dialogue included. All that matters
is, as the title suggests, the road and
the dangers the characters encounter
on the way to the East Coast. It is a
bleak tale of survival, highlighting the
disturbing details of how far people
may need to go to survive. It is a
gruesome read, yet still an interesting one. I would recommend this for
anyone who is a sucker for books that
take place in a post-apocalyptic world
and wants to read something that is
simple, yet super captivating to read.
That is all for this week’s recommendations! Hopefully you all can
stay warm this week and can find
some time to read for fun between
assignments. Until next time, happy
reading!

Greetings and salutations: A preview
of SPAMALU’s Heathers: The Musical
Taylor Yakey-Hughes
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Heathers: The Musical is a rock
musical inspired by the cult classic
film with the same name, following
two sociopathic high school seniors
who decide to take the social hierarchy of Westerberg High School into
their own hands. The musical itself
carries the same message and heart
of the original film, adding onto its
storyline and creating a wide genre
of popular theatre songs as a result.
I loved Heathers: The Musical long
before I ever saw the original film. My
Spotify playlist of my favorite musical songs consists of nearly the entire
Heathers Original Off-Broadway Cast
Recording. So, I was thrilled when I
saw SPAMALU’s flyers stating that
Heathers: The Musical was to be produced by Lawrence.
SPAMALU stands for Student
Produced
Amateur
Musical
Productions at Lawrence University.
The club is run by Lawrentians with
a passion for performance and theater who wish to share these joyful
experiences with fellow Lawrentians,
on and off the stage. Students in both
the conservatory and college are welcome to unite under a common goal
and interests. I was fortunate enough
to interview the co-directors of the
upcoming Heathers: The Musical
production, Emilia Ciotti and Ben
Johnson, who eagerly shared their
thoughts and plans going into the

upcoming production.
Q: What went behind the choice
to put on Heathers
Johnson: “It was really kind
of a fun process. We started out by
meeting with the previous directors of
SPAMALU. We then got a list of about
40 musicals together, met several
times, got a huge spreadsheet [. . .]
started narrowing it down. [We wanted] to do a show that everyone can
be excited about because we haven’t
had a school-sanctioned musical in
so long.”
Ciotti: “We wanted a larger
musical. We knew people were eager
to perform. [Heathers] is such a cult
classic. Not only is the movie super
popular [. . .] but when the musical
came out it instantly became a cult
classic [. . .] so many people love it and
know every song by heart.”
Q: When are auditions and who
can audition?
A: Auditions are on Jan. 17.
Any student is welcome to audition.
SPAMALU is open to everybody.
Q: When are the shows?
A: April 14 through 16. More
information about showtimes and
location to be announced soon!
Q: What are you personally looking forward to the most going into
this show?
Ciotti: “I’m just excited to be
making theater again [. . .] the cast
and crew just get so close when creating theater and I think this one will be

very special [. . .] I’m also excited and
a little bit nervous about directing [.
. .] I’m excited to figure out what my
style of directing is [. . .] This one in
particular is going to be a huge team
effort to put on.”
Johnson: “The downbeat of
‘Beautiful.’ I’m super excited the first
day to get everybody together and do
a read through [. . .] I can’t wait to
really hear it all come together. The
ensemble makes the show. Lawrence
has so much talent so it’s going to be
so much fun.”
Q: What is your favorite
Heathers song?
Ciotti: “There’s so many good
songs. I think I just have to go with
‘Beautiful.’ Such an iconic opening to
a musical. And the end [. . .] just so
powerful. The vocals are incredible.
Though, if we’re talking underrated,
‘Freeze Your Brain’ is such a bop. So
good. I could say that about any song.”
Johnson: “‘Beautiful’ [. . .]
especially the finale. The buildup [. .
.] such an earworm. Also, in ‘Big Fun,’
the ‘dang dang diggedy dang da dang’,
[and] the ending of ‘Shine a Light.’”
During the concluding of our
meeting, Johnson summed up why
Heathers: The Musical is such an
iconic choice, stating, “There’s really
something for everyone. That’s really
what makes it so special. You want
the humor [. . .] party [. . .] ballad. It’s
all there.” I, for one, can’t wait to see
what SPAMALU does with it.
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Sarah Matthews

A&E Editor
_________________________
The number of times someone has told me “before I met you I
thought you were a bitch” is surprisingly high. The number of times I
have just been straight-up called a
bitch is also fairly high. As someone
who is well aware of their Resting
Bitch Face (RBF), I think it is understandable that people are initially put
off by my presence before they really
get to know me. However, what I don’t
think is understandable is calling a
woman a bitch simply because she is
doing her job.
I have had to quit a couple of
jobs because someone has called me
a bitch. Some people might think that
I can’t handle being called names and
that this somehow makes me weak,
but I don’t think it’s worth sticking
around an environment where people
think they can call me whatever they

Thoughts on being called a B!tch

want. And I am sure that someone
out there has a legitimate reason to
call me a bitch. I don’t claim to be a
perfect person. I am, however, a hard
worker and a rule-follower. While me
being a bad person might lead someone to swear at me, I don’t really think
my lack of smile should result in a
name that extreme.
And this bitch-calling situation is
not something that I alone experience.
Most women who do their job well
have been called some sort of nasty
name, bitch being just one example. I
remember telling someone last year at
one of my jobs that they needed to follow a rule or else I would report them,
and they called me a bitch under their
breath. Is it really under their breath
if I can still hear them, though? Either
way, they really did not try to cover
up the fact that they thought I was the
worst person in the world at that time.
So, naturally, out of frustration,
I called my mom to complain about

the way I am treated when I work.
She heard my complaints and told
me, unfortunately, that this was just a
common occurrence for women. She
had many stories in her back pocket,
too. Obviously, I knew this well before
I called my mom, but it just stings
when you hear something out loud
that you wish wasn’t true. I know that
this article isn’t going to save women
from being called a bitch. I recognize
that I am a middle-class white woman
and my experiences of being called a
bitch can’t be compared to or speak
for everyone else’s experience. I can,
however, advocate that we start to
think about what it really means when
we call a woman a bitch.
I have called people a bitch
before, like many others probably
have. Often, when we have a negative
impression of someone, we instantly
react to their presence with the need
to label them as something. If we
work to change our mindset, however,

to realize that bitch is often used on
women who are simply doing their job
and living their life, we might be able
to take a step back from the word altogether. There is a very big difference
between a woman who asks you to put
a mask on and a woman who punches
you in the throat for no reason, but
the same title of “bitch” is used for
both scenarios.
While we all have our reasons to
call someone a bad name, I hope they
are actual reasons, not just inconveniences in your life. And to the
women who have been called a bitch
when they really didn’t deserve it (I
am probably talking to most women
now), I hope you know your worth.
You’re going to get called a bitch at
some point in your life. While this
name calling won’t naturally disappear, just know that being called a
bitch often means that you told someone the correct thing, and they just
don’t want to hear it.

I am not asking for pity from
people because I was called a bitch a
handful of times. I really don’t think
that is going to accomplish anything.
I do, however, hope that this made
you think about who you’re calling
names and why. We can’t always stop
“bitch” from coming out of people’s
mouths, but we can notice that more
often than not the reason for this has
more to do with how people react to
inconveniences involving women and
less to do with who women really are.
And to the women who have
been called bitch, whether to their
face or behind their back, take it as a
compliment. If we won’t be given the
recognition we deserve for doing our
jobs and doing them well, we might
as well start cheering ourselves on.
Remember to do no harm, but also
take no shit.
Your favorite bitch,
Sarah

Absence, uncertainty and gratitude
Miri Villerius

Op-Ed Editor
_________________________
(CW: mental health)
To cut a long story short and give
a TLDR, I'm taking a leave of absence
this term. I wasn't sure if I was going
to, but after slogging through the first
week of classes I've decided to do so
for my own wellbeing. This will be
the only op-ed you see from me this
term and the only edition of the op-ed
section edited by me. Needless for me
to say, this was an immensely hard
decision for me to make, but one that
in the end felt very necessary.
To be brief, I've been dealing
with some mental health issues the
past few months that have made the
idea of schoolwork and college seem
like a fairly daunting task. I won't
go into specifics, as they are not too
important for the purview of this
op-ed, but do understand that I am
safe and staying at home with my

Who is the true . . .
continued from page 3

is this?
Well, Ed Coan has incredibly
long arms, which has the opposite
effect of his short legs in the squat.
Haack doesn’t have short arms by
any means, but they are shorter than
Coan’s by some stretch. This is the
main reason for the discrepancy,
aside from the fact Haack is simply

parents who care about my wellbeing, and I will also be closer to the
advanced and more reliably transaffirming healthcare infrastructure I
am privileged with as an insured resident of Minneapolis.
 The past few months have been
quite difficult for me for a number of
reasons I won't go into, but I want to
spell out some of the missteps I've had
along the way. This is in no means a
way to judge or get down on myself;
a lot of it clearly couldn't be helped,
but I've learned from my mistakes and
want to spell out some of my feelings
on all that I've been through.
Even as it is the most conventional of conventional wisdom (and
most of what I have to say is), seek
help before things get worse. I'm so
privileged with a caring family and
access to good healthcare, yet I played
into the double-edged realities of two
of my qualities that I'm most proud of
- resilience and self-efficacy. Because
of this, I ended up waiting and hoping
I would simply start to feel better for

far too long. I've been able to tough
through many things and also have
often been competent enough to find
solutions and opportunities without
help, but something as complex as
one's mental health is not what you
want to gamble your resiliency and
independent spirit on.
Much of life deals with us playing
with uncertainties. I had no reason
to be certain that issues I was having
would resolve on their own, so I just
gambled with the risk of things getting
much worse before they got better and
I lost pretty hard. It got to the point
I'm at now, with more questions than
answers and a term of school ahead
of me that I do not feel up to tackling.
It's at a time like this that I'm trying to
count my blessings and feel gratitude
for everything that has kept me safe
despite my mistakes.
I've been trying to take the time
to feel immense gratitude for my
family that cares for me despite my
inevitable foolishness. I'm grateful for
friends who accept and understand
me and are always there to delight

in or complain about life with me.
I'm grateful for professors who've had
confidence in and patience with me
despite my brain often firing on all
cylinders and in all directions at once.
I'm grateful for myself for being courageous enough to take the time I'm
taking to try and be kinder to myself
and figure out what I need to figure
out.
It's been difficult as so much of
this has come at the same time as,
though not completely related to, my
gender transition. I have few misgivings that coming out to myself a year
ago and starting HRT six months ago
have been anything less than miraculous. With this, however, comes the
tenderness of any pubescent child
coming to know themself and how
they stand in the world, paired with
all the youthfully invincible zest and
exploratory sensibilities of a 20- yearold ready to take on the world. As
puberty is something we've all experienced at least once, we can reflect
knowing the experience to be terrific
(in every sense of the word) and deli-

cate from all angles as we look back.
I'm well aware that I’m in a
more privileged position than many
who may deal with similar issues, but
I think the wisdom still holds. There
are more people than you realize who
are looking out for you. All it may take
is a clear-headed and kind-hearted
acquaintance and some brave sincerity to ask for help and you may very
well receive it. I had help all around
me and didn't realize I needed it or
could ask for it, but I got there eventually and feel so much better for having
gotten to where I am rather than trying to stick through situations that
weren't working. The humility I've felt
about it is immense.
I'll miss my beloved Lawrence
community and so many wonderful
friends and professors while I'm gone,
but hope to be back with you all and
feeling healthy for Spring term!

an elite bencher to rival the greatest
ever, Julius Maddox.
Deadlift
Ed Coan: 901lb @ 220
John Haack: 887lbs @ 198
Here again, Haack takes a clear
victory. Ed Coan pulled 14lbs more,
but given that Haack again weighed
22lbs less at the time of his best deadlift, he takes the win on the basis of
the strength metric of weight lifted
per pound of bodyweight. Coan man-

ages 4.1, which is staggering in and
of itself, but Haack is otherworldly
at 4.5. This is especially impressive
given Coan pulls sumo, lowering
the range of motion necessary, and
Haack pulls conventional. There is no
height discrepancy to speak of; Haack
is simply stronger.
Conclusions:
Ed Coan takes the squat, while
Haack takes the bench and deadlift.
Looking at overall totals, Coan man-

ages 2303lbs at 220 (taking his squat
to be the 85% estimate to account for
equipment used), while Haack totals
2217lbs at 198. Coan may have lifted
more weight, but as the old saying
goes, “mass moves mass.” Haack is
clearly stronger, taking wins in two
of three lifts by lifting more weight
per pound of bodyweight. The story is
the same looking at their totals, with
Coan’s total working out to 10.5lbs
per pound of bodyweight, and Haack

managing 11.2lbs per pound of bodyweight. Like it or not, nostalgia bias is
real. All the old heads saying Ed Coan
will never be beaten need to do their
research, because he already has
been by one John Haack, who still
has years of untapped potential to
reach for at only 28 years old. Considering strength athletes typically peak
in their early to mid-30s, it is scary
to think of what he might accomplish.

Join

THE LAWRENTIAN
as a writer, photographer, illustrator or editor!
We want your voice in our publication.
If interested, visit lawrentian.com/apply

Sending love, light and lots of warmth,
Miri
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President Biden: Here's how you can prove democracy and
decency are back in the White House
Nathan Wall

Staff Writer
________________________
When Donald Trump was president of the United States, he was
often accused by liberals of disgracing
the office of the presidency. When
Joe Biden ran against Trump for the
presidency, he criticized Trump for
it. While Democrats and Republicans
often disagree on social issues, economic, foreign, and immigration
policy largely remain the same from
president to president. Yes, Donald
Trump did suck up to authoritarian
leaders like Egypt’s Abdel Fattah elSisi, Russia’s Vladimir Putin, Brazil’s
Jair Bolsonaro, Turkey’s Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan, and Saudi Arabia’s
Mohammed bin Salman (MBS); however, while Trump’s anti-immigrant
rhetoric and actions were brazen and
over the top, presidents from Clinton
to Biden have enforced similar inhumane policies at the border.
The bipartisan consensus around
foreign policy can be seen clearly in
the actions of our most recent presidents. Presidents Kennedy, Johnson
and Nixon all oversaw war crimes
during the Vietnam War, and Nixon
aided and abetted the Pakistani government’s genocide in Bangladesh.
President Clinton bombed the el-Shifa
medicine factory in Sudan, depriving

many Sudanese of their only source
of medicine. President Reagan funded
the Nicaraguan Contra terrorist group
and supported vicious regimes in
Guatemala and El Salvador. President
Bush Sr. launched a devastating invasion of Panama, and President Bush
Jr. was responsible for the disastrous
Iraq War. President Trump, despite
campaigning on an anti-war message,
was one of the worst warmongers
once in office, dropping record bombs
on Afghanistan, almost provoking
Iran into war, shelling Mosul in Iraq
and Raqqa in Syria, and vetoing multiple bills that would have prevented
the US from supporting the Saudiled genocidal war in Yemen. Even
our better presidents don’t have clean
hands; President Obama increased
drone strike assassinations during
his presidency, which often killed
civilians, and President Carter, often
considered one of our less imperialist presidents, armed brutal dictatorships in El Salvador and Indonesia.
It’s also true that migrant families
were separated at the border and children caged under the Trump administration, but President Clinton signed
into law the immigration policy we
know today, and Presidents Bush Jr.
and Obama oversaw deportations that
broke records of previous administrations.

When Biden was elected
President, a return to values like
democracy and decency was promised. There’s already a problem with
this, because statements like this
imply that the United States, a country built by enslaved labor and on stolen land, once lived up to these values.
Putting that semantic disagreement
aside, Biden’s actions in office are
not living up to that promise. There
are still children in cages, even if
families aren’t being separated, and
earlier this year, pictures went viral of
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) agents brutalizing migrants
from Haiti, a country that experienced a hurricane, an earthquake and
the assassination of their president
this year. These images include a disturbing picture of an officer on a
horse whipping a migrant. The Biden
Administration responded by banning
CBP agents from using horses while
on duty.
Biden is also continuing the traditional American policy of supporting or ignoring human rights abuses
when the perpetrators are U.S. allies.
Although President Biden promised
not to placate dictators like Sisi and
MBS, as former president Trump
did, those promises turned out to be
empty. At the end of October, the
U.S. State Department agreed to a

$500 million weapons deal with the
Saudi government, which is currently
carrying out a genocide in Yemen. In
February, the U.S. government sent
weapons to Egypt, even as President
Sisi continues to arrest journalists and
brutalize protesters.
We can also turn to Uganda
for an example. Ugandan President
Yoweri Museveni has been in power
for 35 years as a loyal ally of the West,
even though he’s a dictator known for
cracking down on the opposition. In
January, Museveni was “re-elected”
as President of Uganda, in an election rife with allegations of fraud,
such as the intimidation of opposition leader Bobi Wine, the killing of
protesters, the internet shutdown,
and the detention of poll workers.
The Biden administration has promised the Museveni government $500
million in aid while ignoring human
rights violations.
Tellingly, the Biden administration also strongly condemned socialist
Bolivian President Luis Arce over the
arrests of the planners of the rightwing, U.S. backed 2019 coup against
left wing Indigenous former President
Evo Morales, but did not condemn
neoliberal Colombian President Ivan
Duque for the state-sanctioned violence against protesters in April 2021.
The Biden Administration has also

failed to condemn and take action
against Western-aligned oppressive
governments such as those in the
UAE, Thailand, Indonesia, Chile and
the Philippines. His criticism has been
mild at best, and nonexistent at worst.
The United States has a long
history of empire since the SpanishAmerican War, when nations
like Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the
Philippines were taken as U.S. territories. This continued into the early
20th century, when the U.S. started
to back dictators in Central America,
who made concessions to U.S.-based
corporations, and escalated during
the Cold War period, when the U.S.
backed dictators, coups, and terrorists in Latin America, Africa, Asia
and Europe in the name of fighting
communism (and resource extraction). This eventually became the war
on terrorism and the Latin American
coups that we see today. Although
that has been the history of this country, it doesn’t have to be. President
Biden has the opportunity to end
our shameful history of disregarding
human rights in the name of resources
and politics and promote democracy,
diplomacy, and cooperation around
the world. He should take that opportunity.

The Vikings set a new record
Gathila Garfield

Guest Writer
___________________________
______
As students have trickled back
onto campus in the past two weeks,
the hallways of our dorms have
become animated with sounds. In the
mornings, I am greeted with a singer’s
warmups echoing through one of my
room’s walls, while the strums of a
guitar ripples through another. On
my walk to the kitchen for a glass
of water, I pass a computer lab with
music stands in it, repurposed as a
makeshift practice room. Like the
previous year, the melodies of the
conservatory have been dispersed into
isolated bedrooms, for at least a fifth
of the term.
With the Omicron variant ravaging through the world, it is no question that gathering is not safe at the
moment. Lawrence made the right
decision to keep both curricular and
co-curricular activities remote for an
additional amount of time. Although
this has brought on a number of challenges for students, especially for

Let’s Talk NFL . . .
continued from page 3

those in the conservatory, any sacrifice necessary for safety is worth it
- except for athletics, of course.
While every single class, music
ensemble, club, and organization
has been meeting online this term,
Lawrence’s sports teams have continued to practice in person. If you
ask me, this is an exceptionally logical
decision. If you had to pick one aspect
of Lawrence to be the exception to a
set of rules in place to mitigate a virus
which spreads excellently through
large groups of people in close contact
with each other, wouldn’t you also
choose the one set of activities that
requires large groups of people to be
in close contact with each other?
Obviously, there should be an
exception to regulations that determine such trivial things as whether
we will get to have a single in-person
class this term or how many members of our community will catch a
debilitating virus. Besides, now that
the entire planet has had two years of
experience with this virus, it is common knowledge that exceptions like
this don’t do any harm. If most of

us actually do comply with the rules
in place for a period of time, it will
be more than enough to control the
spread of the virus on campus. We’ve
seen this on a global scale - it’s exactly
why this pandemic hasn’t lasted very
long at all.
I know that we are a world-class
conservatory and that our degreeseeking musicians are missing out on
critical opportunities to play with one
another, but if sports teams couldn’t
meet in person for two whole weeks,
they too would miss out on these
critical opportunities to play with
one another. We have our priorities straight, as most students come
to Lawrence to grow their skills and
knowledge in athletics and music is
just a fun co-curricular activity to do
on the side.
If I ever had any doubts about
Lawrence’s decision to make an
exception for athletics, I certainly
don’t have them anymore. With a
new record of 62 active cases (not
including the hundreds of lost tests
or the hundreds of students who have
just arrived on campus), I am confi-

dent that if Lawrence were to continue
letting athletics have a free pass to
gather, there would be virtually no
chance of sports teams accelerating
the spread on campus. Let’s just suppose, hypothetically, that an athlete
does somehow become infected with
the virus. It isn’t like they have an
increased risk of infecting the teammates with whom they exercise in
close quarters. Even if, miraculously,
they somehow did infect other members on their team, it’s not like those
people might spread the virus to their
roommates or other members of the
community who have been following
the rules and doing things remotely.
While putting in the time and
money to rearrange my plans to
return to campus a week later than
scheduled was a real inconvenience,
it is reassuring to know that during
the additional week we were asked to
stay home and be extremely cautious,
Lawrence’s athletes were gathering.
Better yet, while most games were
cancelled or postponed, a couple of
games against other universities still
proceeded.

Sarcasm aside, throughout the
pandemic it has been a common
theme at both Lawrence and globally to make exceptions for some
things, but not others. While athletics are deeply important to many
Lawrentians, I respectfully believe
that their ability to gather is inconsistent with the rules that many of
the arts at Lawrence are expected
to follow. Socially distanced and
masked orchestras are able to follow
many more safety regulations than
unmasked basketball players coming
into close contact with students from
other universities. Additionally, in
music, art, and theater courses where
in-person gathering is necessary to get
the full extent of classes, at least 20%
of that time is gone, while athletes
didn’t have to miss out to the same
extent.
Regardless, I believe that with
the current state of both the general pandemic and the university, we
should all be giving our full effort to
mitigate the spread on campus.

never-ending problems in the Raiders organization. Both of these teams
want to win and let their fanbase, and

the league know, they are here to stay.
PREDICTION:
Joe Burrow sees his first playoff

win; Bengals take the contest.
With the playoffs upon us, every
single game is a must-watch for all of

those who enjoy the sport.
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